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the World an Enquiry into the Reaſons, 
of the Conduct of. Great Britain, with 
kat 4. to the State of 43 then in Europe. 
In writing this, I had the ſtricteſt Regard to 
Truth and Decency. T had no Motive to en- 
gage me in ſuch a Work, but the Importance | 
of the Subje to my Native Country; and in 
the Proſecution of it, I can truly ſay, I did not 
ſtir one Step without heing thoroughly 1285 
fied of the Truth of what I aſſerted. 1 Lhe 
miſtaken, or miſrepreſented, any one Bago 0 
Point, through the Whole .; it muſt have, pro- 
ceded from an Inadvertency or Weakneſs. not 
always to be guarded againſt ; Becauſe I am as 
ſure, as I am that I am now alive, that it could 
not procede from any wilful Deſign, or Incli- 
nation, to put any ſalſe Colours upon a Cauſe 
in Which the whale Nation was ſo deeply ins 
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A BOUT two Years age, 1 laid befars 
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to. be the State 2 
Crime, I own myſelf guilty ; and to have de- 
ſerved the Uſage. 1 have met with. 


Member of a Society, let his peculiar Profefion 
be what it will, to be ſollicitous to have Satis- 
faftion Himſelf about the Deareſt 2 of 
Society ty; or, alterwards, to 1a 101 

Ss What He fe hon ht He bad fou | 
C If this be a 


In the Manner of repreſenting to the World 
ppeared plain to me, I plea ſed myſelf with 


what a 
the thought that I had preſerved a Temper which 

at leaſt could not offend any Engliſh Gentleman, 
how different ſoever his Sentiments might be 
from mine. I entered not into paſt Scenes of Ac- 
tion; I reproached no One of Thoſe who ever 
had Power in this Nation at any Period of Time 
heretofore. I reviled no Dead Minifters ; nor 


flattered any Living. To do the One I eſteemed 


mglorious ; and t e Other, baſe and ſervile. 


Let their Deeds only, praiſe or diſpraiſe Them; 


is, as I think, the Right Rule to go by. 
What then is it I have done? To expreſs it 
in a very few Words I ſhewed that the 
Vienna Treaties between the Emperour and Spain, 


were entered into for Purpoſes of the Worſt Con- 
Fequence to Ourſelves and Other Nations of 


Zurqpe: That ſuch a Conjunction, to ſuch Pur- 
poſes, ought to be guarded againſt; and that 
the Meaſures Great Britain had then taken; the 
Alliances then entered into; the ſending out 
Fleets, and preparing Forces to act ip Conſe- 


\ quence of ſuch A/liances ; were juſt and prudent 


upon this Occaton. Could it poſſibly be ima- 


gi ned 


or their mean Opinion of mine. My Buſine 


ee : it I were ſealible that J had in any one 
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be * this A Artem Mould meet with the 

be Fel bg me Perſons ?' But ſo ir 
is. The Severities upon the Haar, 
were by” ſuch, as f belices.” can har | 
be equalled. I Willingjy paſs them over. The 
Manner of Writing, and the Style, were the 
Subject of much Wit and Pleaſantr * This 
too is of fmall Importance. Nor ſhall I at- 
tempt to leſſen the Satisfaction any Perſons ma 
have, in their own better Manner of we 


was, in a plain Way, to convey x2 the Un- 
derſtandin of others, what was Evident to 
own, If I did this, I had my End. I eaſily 
leave it to Others, to write better. It never 
hurts me at all; but always gives me a ſenfiblo 
Pleaſure. This therefore, I am little cbn- 
cerned about. Let the Book be Dall and La. 


grid: Yet, in Fact, it awaken'd Multitudes out 
of 2 Dull: and Languid State, into Life and Vi- 
gour. Let jt be Heavy, as S/cop itſelf: Yer, 
it was not found to procure Slumbers either to 


thoſe who liked it, or to thoſe who diſliked - 
it, Let it be as mean and deſpicable, as it has 
been pronounced: yet, more than once, the 
ſame Mouths that pronounced i it ſo, have expreſ- 
ſed in Print their earneſt Deſire that ſome 4% 
Hana would Anſwer it. But too much of this. 
The only Points of Importance are, Whether 


| the Facts I have alledged there, are Trae, or not: 


And, whether my Reaſonings from Them are 
juſt and concluſive ; or not.. With Regard to 


In» 


—— 


Oo — 
LITE I 1 


— — » Wn mw —_—_— - x * _ — , " 
2 1 _ , 
—B——̃—— f 1 ²˙ A — 
” : 
© * 
» 


K © 


Laſt in 8 * 1. ſhout 
ance, armed What is d ne; 1 mon 
eſteem myſelf e. gp to be the Firſt to. wg 
ive. Any of Thoſe whom I had unwillingly 
ed into a Miſtake. -' With regard to Reaſonings,; 
There will aſten be a Difference amongſt Pers 
ſons who honeſtly-mean the ſame Good to their 


Country. On one Side or the other, in ſuch 


Caſes, there muſt be an Error. And in all in- 
tricate Caſes; and particularly in all Political 
Tranſactions, which are ever capable of various 
Turns in the Minds of Men, no Wile or Good+ 
natured Man will wonder at ſuch Difference of 
Opinion; and no Honeſt Man can do any thing 
more, but receive Light when it offers itſelf to 
his Eyes; and alter his Opinion, upon ſufficient 
new Evidence laid before him. 
I haye long. waited for ſamething of this 


| Soft relating to the Great Points in the Enquiry. 


reſolved hitherto, to be ſilent under perſonal, or 
little Imputations; but thinking it my Duty to 
anſwer, When the main Fats or Reaſonings in 
that Treatiſe ſhould be attaqued with any Ap- 
pearance of Strength. At length, I find a very 
elaborate Piece, printed in one of the Weekly 
Papers, on Saturday Jan 4, 1728-9. in which We 
may expect the Strength of what can be ſaid. 
It comes from a Perſon, who appears Not to be 
a Stranger to the Conteſts and Intereſts of the 
Princes of Europe. And I like it much the 
better for this; becauſe I am now ſure, as 
far as T am concern'd, I ſhall be inſtructed in ſo 
maſterly a Manner, as to leave me inexcuſahle, 
it L do not yield my ſelf captive to ſuch Inſtruc 
r tion; 


C33 FE 
tion; or give. the ſtrongeſt. Reaſons, y. I. de 
not. But before L begin to examine, I muſt beg 
ere reimiſe,; that I ſhall take 8 

is Piece but Wut is of Weight. and 
215 — — Myſelf, Wade Cauſe in _ 
I'appear'd. before. TY U 771891 
An the Froſecution of my Deligu, 1 wit 
agreeably to what this Geatlemnan, directs, 
farther | back thau to the King of 
= Acraſon to the Quadruple Ales 
ill juſt ſtate the Caſe, as I did in the E 
gui nd! the rather, becauſe - many Per- 
3 ſeem ro have forgot the principal Facts 
and Reaſonings, upon which the Strength of all 
that can be ſaid muſt be founded. - I Will take 
a ſhort Notice of what has followed ſinte the 
Date of that Book. Iwill then faithfully repre- 
ſent and conſider: what this Gentleman has advan- 
ced, either againſt any thing; inaybich I can be 
ſuppoſed to be concetned; or upon any Sa. 
of Debate which . to me to be d 
- | 
The King of Spain zcceded. to the 2 | 
ple Alliance, Jan. 20, N. S. 170, into which 
the Emperour had before enter d. By an expreſs 
Article of that Alliance, theſe two Powers, had 
engaged themſelves to refer their remaining Dit- 
ferences. to a Congreſs, under the Megiation of 
Grear Britain and Francr. Ia the Midſt of this 
ſe, and whiltt ſome Differences were y& 
tated between theſe two Princes, 
. Pretenſions of.the Duke of 2 
whic 
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1 
Which the Mediators: were attempting with al! 
heit Skill and Temper to make up; Without the 
leaſt Provocation, on the Part of the Medzators, 
the King of Spain ſent a Miniſter clandeſtinely to 
Heim; who there entered into, and perfected; 
Treaties of Peace and Commerce with the Em- 
perour, in Violation of the Quadraple Alliance, 
and of the Honour of the Mediating Powers. : 
This juſtly-allarm'd the two Courts of Great 
Britain and France. They preſently diſcover'd 
the Nature and pernicious Conſequences of this 
Peace thus concluded; and of a Treaty of Com. 
merce plainly founded upon the Violation of 
former Treaties of Commerce, and threatning 
Ruine to the Trade of Great Britain to the In- 


Alien, hitherto enjoyed excluſively of the Auſtrian 


Netherlands, under all the Sanctions that Princes 


and States can give to one another. And t 
were not long unapprized of Other, more ſecret, 
Engagements between the two Powers of 
Germany and S ,in. 
The Courts of Britain and France therefore, 


upon this ſudden and unexpected Turn of Affairs, 


renewed their ſormer Treaties with one another; 
enter'd into freſh Engagements for their mutual 
Defence; and thought it Timæ to provide ſeri- 
oully for their own Preſervation, by a New Alli- 
ance, which was ſign'd in Form at Hanover, 
September 3d, 1725. They then invited other 
Powers into this Alliance. The United Provin- 
ces evidently ſaw the Ruin of their whole Trade, 
and of their whole Republick (which depends 
fl. upon 
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upon that Trade) to be inevitable, if the new 


Treaty oſ Commerce entered into at Vienna, ſhould 
be put in Execution. And accordingly, They 
acceded to the Hanover Alliance: | As after» 
wards the Kingdom of Sweden did. ] In Pro- 


ſecution of the Great End of this Alliance, 


3 of Ships were ſent out to ſeveral Parts 
of the World: New Levies of Soldiers were 
made: and every thing prepared ſor open War; 
if reaſonable Propoſitions of Accommodation 
ſhould not be liſtenꝰd to by Thoſe who had broke 
in upon the Rights of their Neighhbours, - eſta» 
bliſhed by repeated Conventions and Treaties. 
'This was thought a more prudent Method, than 
to come immediately to the laſt Extremities ; 
Which, it would afterwards be ſaid, might have 
been prevented, had a little Patience been ap- 
plied to the Evil; and a little Time allowed to 
the Allies of Vienna to conſider the Conſequen- 


ces of Things. Thus Things ſtood at the Time 


the Enquiry was publiſh'd. . 
As theſe Preparations went on, it ſoon appear'd 
plainly to the World, what the Nature of the 


Vienna-Alliance was. For, though the Right 


of Great Britain to Gibraltar was founded up- 
on Treaties {ign'd by his Catholic Majeſty him- 
ſelf; Let, in Defiance of ſuch Obligations, 
This was made the firſt Handle for an open 
Rupture ; and Gibraltar was in Form beſieged, 
It became neceſſary therefore, to ſend a ſufficient 
Supply of Troops, and all Warlike Stores, for 
the Defence of a Place thus violently atrack'd ; 
and a ſtrong Fleet to act, as Occalion ſhould 
require, in thoſe Parts, = 
1 B Upon 
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all the other Powers concern'd ; and continuin 
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Upon theſe undiſguiſed Proceedings 
Spal which Were — to the Vienna Alli- 
nue, the Allies of Hanover found themſelves 
obliged to think more in Earneſt of every thing 
neceſſaty to their mutual Defence. But at the 
ſame Time they did not abate of their ſincere 
Efforts for a reaſonable Accommodation. Plans 
were formed for this Purpoſe; and Preliminary 
Articles drawn up, agrecably to the Sentiments 
of Great Britain, France, the Emperour, and the 
States-Gentral : Spain ſtill ſhewing a Backward- 
neſs to comply with what ſeem'd ſatisfactory to 


* 


to act the Part of an Enemy, The Meaſures 
therefore enter'd into, did not produce ſo much 
Good, nor ſo ſoon, as might reaſonably have 
been expected: And all Men muſt judge to whoſe 
Account this/is to be charged. But then, We 
muſt not forget, what their immediate good 
Effects were. Their preventing the Execution of 
the worſt Deſigns againſt Ourſelves; The Protec- 
tion and Encouragement given by them to thoſe 
Powers abroad, whoſe Preſervation nearly touches 
our own National Intereſt: And the like. But 
at length, they operated farther; and produced 
What was the main Thing aim'd at by them, viz, 
a ſufficient Baſis for a General Pacification ; and 
what muſt and would in Fact have proved fo 
before this Time, had not the Conduct of Spain, 
whichieould not be foreſeen, prevented the na- 
tural and effeQtua] Operation of Things. I mean 
that thefe Meaſures, after ſome Delays, produ- 
eed and effected the ſizing of ſuch Preliminaries, 
as in their plain literal Sente, and in that Senſe of 
wah he ” which 


0 
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which alone they are capable, contain in them tha 
principal Points aimed at by. Great, Britain, 
France, and Holland, with Regard to their. Inte- 

reſts, Trade, and Poſſeſſions ; and conſequegtlyya 
 folid and juſt Foundation for. the reſettling the 
eace of Europe, as it ſtood betore tcheſe laſt 
arrels began. > 28111 lege 58 eu 
Theſe Preliminary Articles for a general Pacift: 
carion, were ſigned May > 1727, at Paris, by the 
Miniſters of Great Britain, France, the Empe= 
roar, and the States General; as they were Toon 
afterwards at Vienna by the Miniſter of Spain. 
And they were in due Time, ratified by the En- 
perour, the Kings of Great Britain and France} 
and by the States General, But, on the Part of 
the King of Spain, Difficulties began ſoon to be 
ſtarted; and ſuch Interpretations to be put up- 
on the Words of theſe Articles, as utterly de- 
ſtroyed the real Intent and Deſign of them. 
Ihe Two Points inſiſted on, by the King of 
Spain, were, That the Preliminary Articles, 
* ſigned by his Miniſters, did not oblige him to 
* raiſe the Siege of Gibraltar intirely: And, that 
the South-Sea-Ship, with her Cargo, could not 
* of Right be now demanded upon the Foot ef 
«. thele Articles.” And with relation to theſe 
Two Points, it being declared, That his Catho- - 
lic Majeſty inſiſted upon his own Explications; it 
became impoſſible for the King of Great Britain 
to accept of a Ratification founded upon ſuch an 
Interpretation, as would turn the Articles ſignd 
into Articles of Advantage only to thoſe who had 
attack'd the. Trade and Poſſeſſions of his Sub- 
* B 2 „ jet; 
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jeQs; but of very great and ſenſible Damage 
to his own People. i 
Here then once more we ſee a Stop was 
put to the happy Procedure of Affairs, by the 
Court of Spain. It took up ſome Time to get 
rid of this Difficulty. But in the mean while, 
effeQtual Care was taken that our Fleet ſhould 
not leave Porto Bello, till the Preliminaries ſhould 
be ratified by the King of Spain, in their true 
and full Meaning. Finding therefore no Hopes 
of the Return of the Galleons, upon any other 
Foot than the plain Execution ot his Part in the 
Preliminary Articles ; He at length conſented 
that, according to the plain Meaning of the fifth 
Article of the Preliminaries, all Hoſtulities of what- 
ſoever ſort, ſhould ceaſe; and that in Conſe- 
quence of the third Article, which reſtores Com- 
merce upon the Foot of Treaties antecedent to the 
Year 1725, the Ship Prince Frederick, and its 
Effects, ſhould be reſtored according to the A, 
fiento-Treaty. Accordingly, He ratified the Ar- 
ticles; He put an End to all hoſtile Appearances 
before Gibraltar; He ſent Orders to the Weſt- 
Indies for the Reſtitution of the South-Sea Ship, 
with her Cargo: And, in Conſequence of the 
fame Articles, Orders were diſpatched from 
hence for the Britiſh Fleet to leave thoſe Parts, 
and return Home. Thus far, by Degrees, the 
Meaſures taken by Great Britain, had brought 
Affairs, at the Beginning of this Year 1728. All 
Appearances of War, by univerſal Conſent, were 
removed: The Oſtend. Trade renounced by the 
Emperour for ſeven Years; Every Right and 
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Poſſeſſion belonging-to any of the Powers con- 
cerned, put upon the ſame Foot upon which 
Things ſtood according to the Treaties in force 
before this Rupture: And a Congreſs agreed to, 
not to diſpute Points ſettled in theſe. Prelimi- 
naries; but to adjuſt Diſputes, and Matters of 
leſſer Conſideration ; and to proceed ſtill far- 
ther in the eſtabliſhing of the Peace of Eurote. 
Certainly, this is ſomething. Here are Pre- 
liminar) Articles, ſigned and ratified, which 
muſt be of Force. for ſome Years; unleſs any 
of the Powers concerned, againſt their own 
Stipulat ions, break into them; or refuſe to let 
them have their natural and propoſed Effect. 
And in Conſequence of theſe Preliminary Ar- 
ticles, a Congreſs was appointed: And in this 
Congreſs, a Proviſional Treaty, for ſecuring and 
extending a General Pacification was drawn up; 
of which a Copy was ſoon printed in one of our 
News-Papers ; and ſince that, reprinted in a 
Treatiſe entitled Obſervations upon the Conduct 
of Great Britain, &c, which gives a full Account 
of it: And this 7reaty now waits the Reſolu- 
tion of the Courts of Vienna and Spain. This 
is the prefent State of the Afair, conducted 
thus far by the Patience of Some bearing with 
the Delays of Others; not without Inconveni- 
encies (it muſt be own'd) attending ſuch a 
State of Uncertainty, and naturally creating Un- 
eaſineſs in the Breaſts of an Active and Brave 
Nation. Theſe Inconveniencies being preſent 
and felt, make many apt to think that another 
and better Method might have been choſen 5 — 
| N ä 3 
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which not ſeeling the Efei#s ar preſent, they 
judge the more favourably. But however They 
may judge of What They do nat feel; This is 
Evident, That the Meaſures entered into by Great 
Britain, have hirherto put a Stop to the Effect of 
the Vienna Alliance, in it's Deſign very deſtructive 
to our Poſſeſſions; and to o Trade, as well 
as that of the Dutch; have prevented the Return 
of the Galleoxs, till ſuch Preliminary Articles 
were ſigned and ratified, as put Affairs into 
their former Condition; and have in Conſe+ 
uence of them procured a Congreſs, in which 
a Proviſional I reaty has been drawn up for a 
General Pactfication, © © 4 
Having juſt recapitulated what I had before 
faid, and brought our Affairs down to their pre- 
ſent State; I muſt now conſider what has been 
advanced on the contrary Side, and particular- 
ly in the Paper I have now mentioned. 
The firſt Thing I muſt take Notice of, is 
the Turn this Writer has given to the very 
Beginning of this whole Scene; I mean the 
Vienna Alliance, In the Enquiry, p. 16, 15. 
an Argument is formed, not from Surmiſes, or 
mere Imagination, but from Dates and Fatts ; 
that che ſending back the Infants from France, 
and the Ning of Great Britain's Refuſal of the 
ſole Mediation at Cambray, could not poſſibly be 
the Grounds of that Tranſaction. Upon this 
Subject, I think, this Writer has produced 
every thing that could be ſaid. The Sum of 
it, in his own Words, is, * That from the 
Death of the Duke of Orleans, and about 
a Tear at leaſt before the Vienna- Treaty was 
con- 


(15) 45 
„concluded, the Spanyſy Miniſters: were full 
«of FEARS and IEALOUSIEs about 
« the compleating the Iafanta's Marriage with 
the King of France. And again, as poſi 
tively. as it he had known it to be ſo, © The 
* Spaniards began to treat at Vienna, that They 
© might prepare for the worſt : And they des 
© layed concluding their Treaty, till what they 
& feared happened. And again, As ſends 
ing back the 1»fanta was the certain and 
« immediate Cauſe of throwing Spain into the 
« Arms of the Emperoar ; ſo, our Refuſal of 
& the ſole Mediation, may juſtly be deemed 
“ an Acceſſary Cauſe of it. And upon this 
Article of the Mediation, we are entertained 
with a Variety of Suppolitions, and are let to 
underſtand, how good a Game Britain might 
have played at Madrid, had this ſole Mediation 
been accepted: And all urged with great Ear- 
neſtneſs. But let us now Anſwer, or yield, 

It would be a full and ſufficient Reply te 

all this, to frame a Scheme on the other Side; 
and to oppoſe Suppoſition to Suppoſitian; and 
one arbitrary Interpretation of Appearances to 
another. I will ſay then, (deny it who can) 
that France and Great Britain knew of Ripper- 
da's leaving Madrid, to go to Vienna in order to 
treat; that they knew the very Time of his 
Arrival there; the clandeſtine Manner of his 
acting; the feigned Name he went by; the 
Reſolution taken by the Court of Spain to en- 
ter into Meatures with the Emperour, and to 
act there without the Mediation of France and 
Britain, jor of either ot them: That this ** 
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the greateſt Affront which could be put ũpon 
the Crown of France, as well as of Great-Bri- 
tai. I will go on, and from my own Inven- 
tion, will add that, Moved by this Afront, which 
preceded, in Time, the Reſolution about the 
Infants; the Court of France could not think fit 
to ſubmit to the Inconveniencies of the Spaniſh 
Match, for the Sake of a Court, which was now 
deeply engaged in a Project of a greater and 
ſtricter Alliance with the powerful and invete- 
rate Enemy of France: And upon this I will af- 
firm, that the Reſolution of ſending back the 
Infanta from France, was occaſion'd by the cer- 
rain Knowledge of the Tranſactions between the 


Courts of Madrid and Vienna, which were in 


great Forwardneſs, before this Reſolution of 
France was ſent to Madrid. I will uſe the ſame 
Sort of Expreſſion I have now quoted. The 
French delay'd giving a poſitive Anſwer about 
* the Fiangailles, till they could be certain, the 
Megociations at Vienna were going on in Ear- 
«* neſt. As ſoon as they knew that, they ſent 
& their Reſolution about the _ to Ma- 
„ aria”, And what End of Debates; or what 
Volumes may we not write, if Fancy be indulged 
in this Manner? But would not any Man of 
Senſe think it more than ſufficient to anſwer to 
all this, that tho It may ſeem plauſible, yer 
it is plainly groundleſs, becauſe the Court of 
France never once hinted at this Affront of a 
Negociation ſet on foot at Vienna, as the leaſt 
Inducement to that Step of ſending back the In- 
fanta, when there was moſt Occaſion for ſome 
Excuſe to ſoften the Court of Spain. It is Rea- 
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© ſon, of State, in his own Words, and not P,. 
© ſon, which governs. in, theſe Caſes. TY 


la the Caſe of the ſale Mediation indeed, It 
might ſeriouſly be ſaid, that the certain Know- 


ledge of the Negotiations going on at Vienna, 


furniſhed one juſt Reaſon to the King of. Great 
Britain to decline an Offer which he could not 
but know from thence, was a mere Piece of 
Mockery ; at beſt only contriv'd to divide Him 
from France, whilſt Spain was making ſure of the 
Emperour, And without this, a Due Regard to his 


Alliance with France, and particularly to the 


Quadruple Alliance, by which he was conſtituted 
Joint- Mediator with the molt Chriſtian Ring; 


will ever be thought Juſt Reaſons againſt accep- 


ting the ſole Mediation, by All who' do not think 
the Breach of Faith, and the Violation of Trea- 
ties, Matters of no Concern. And this Writer 
himſelf ſeems ſenſible of this, by his attempting 
to ſhew, that the Acceptance of this /o/e Mediation 
by Britain, could not but be extreamly accepta- 
ble to France itſelf; againſt the moſt publick Facts, 


and the plaineſt Appearances. To all which it is 


enough to anſwer, that as France knew better 


than He can, what was, or was not, at that Time 


agreeable to France: So Spain knew better than 


He can, what were, and what were not, the real 


Motives to Spain for entering into ſuch Nego- 
ciations at Vienna. S | 
1 now therefore go on, and obſerve. that the 
Court of Spain never, in any Memorial ſent to 
our Court, or in any Audience given to our Ems 
baſſador at Madrid, ſo much as mentioned this 
C Afﬀront 
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2 from France, as any Inducement to the 
ranſaction at Vienna; or any the leaſt Excuſe 
ſor it. And how indeed could it have been done, 
at all Conſiſtenly with Other Declarations made 
to Mr. Stanhope at Madrid, and with thoſe 


made at London; viz. © That Nothing had been 


done at Vienna, but upon the Foot of the Qua- 
* druple Alliance; Nothing againſt any former 
© Treaties ; Nothing that could juſtly offend any 
© of the Allies ; Nothing in ſhort that wanted 
any Excuſe. ? Violent Paſſions indeed were ſtir- 
red up at Madrid, and exerted themſelves open- 
ly, at the coming of the Reſolution from France. 
This ſhews that it was nor ſo certainly expected 
there, as this Gentleman thinks. But at the ſame 


Time there was too much Senſe mix'd with 


this Anger, to ſuffer ſuch an Inconſiſtency to 
come out, as the making This the Motive to what 
had been long before ſet on Foot. And then, as 
to the King of Great Britain's Refuſal of the ſole 
Mediation, the Kirig of Spain did not only not once 
complain of this; or lay any Part of his Proceed- 
ings upon it; but declared to Mr. Stanhope that 
there was Reaſon in what was urg'd for His Ma- 
jeſty's declining it; and that it ſhould never make 
the leaſt Alteration in his Regards to Great Bri. 
tein, Jo that here we have on one Hand, effec- 
tual Proof from the Court of Spain itſelf, that 
they did not look upon the Afrozt from France, 
ſo much as fit to be mentioned as an Excuſe or 
Pretence for their Tranſaction at Vienna; or up- 
on the King of Great Britain's Refuſal of the 
fole Mediation, as having any Part in it: And on 
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the other Hand, the luxuriant Fancy ofa Gentleman, 
furniſhing Motives and Reaſons for Spain, which 
Spain itſelt was always aſhamed to make uſe of. 


Beſides, ſo great a Maſter in Politicks, as this 


Writer, muſt know, that Princes do not enter 
ſo heartily into ſuch clandeſtine Negociations as 


this, upon mere Suſpicion or Fear that ſomething 


may be done by another Power: which may after- 
wards ſerve for an Excuſe for it. Yet the Light 
this Writer has placed the Vienna-Alliance in, is 
this. It was feared that ſomething would one Day 
be done, which the Spaniards could make an Apo- 
logy for their Proceedings. Therefore, they a- 
greed with the Emperour upon every Thing they 
had in view : but did not (fays he) execute their 
Agreements till what they fear'd happen d. Now, 
it appears that, as the Treaty of Peace was agreed 
to, at Vienna, before what Spain fear'd from France 
was known at Vienna to have happen'd ; ſo, it 
was fend before the Refuſal of Britain could be 
known there. True, he ſays, ** Nor known at 
„Vienna, in Form, at that Time: But, the Certain 
& Kyowleage of the Refuſal of the Mediation might 
be arrived there by that Time; nay, the Treaty 
might be ſigned upon this Knowledge, by vir- 
tue of Inſtructions given with this Contingency 
& ſpecified in them.“ It ig ht be ſo, He ſays, And 
therefore, I think it evident, He means the Reader 
ſhould conclude, It was ſo. For, tho? He carries 


it not fo far, in this Paſſage; yet, He afterwards: 


makes an Apology for Spain, from this Refaſal, 
which, according to his own Notions of the 
Affair, cannot be an Apology, unleſs He himfelf 
believes, and would lead others to conclude, 
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that the Certain Knowledge of this Refuſe! actual- 


ly came to Vienna, BEFORE the ſgning of the 
Treaty; and that the Iaſfructions by which the 
Spaniſh Miniſter was then to act, had this Con- 
Frngency ſpecified in them: Of the Certainiy or 
Probability of which, there is 20 Proof , but the 
Bare Paſſibilit) here inſiſted on. If this be the 
Strength of the Apolog); I think it enough to 
ſay, That, according to all the Rules of judg- 
ing in ſuch Caſes, it is plain, That if the Refu- 
ſal of the ſole Mediation had been One of the 
Cauſes of this Tranſaction, and to be owned as 
ſuch ; the Miniſter of Spain would have been in- 
ſtructed to deferr ſgning at Vienna, till the Intelli- 
gence of this Fact ſhould come to Him, by Aa- 
thority and in Form. The Delay of a ven few 
Days would have been compenſated by ſome lit- 
tle Grace this would have added to the Apology. 

I will now go farther, and ſuppoſe much more 
than this Gentleman himſelf has ſuppoſed: That 
the ſending back the Infanta, and the Reſolution 
not to accept the /ole Mediation, had both in form 
arrived at Madrid, before Ripperda was ſent from 


thence. And I ſay, even upon this large Suppoſi- 


tion, theſe two Facts could not really have been, 
and would not have been pretended to have been, 
the Motives of what was aſterwards done at 


Vienna. I grant that the Former of theſe might 


have raiſed a preſent Reſentment againſt France. 
I grant that the /atter might have yielded a Pre- 
rence for ſaying that Spain was left without any 


Friend at Cambræy; if it had been reſolv'd by 
Spain to break with France, upon that Afrort. 


But in the Light in which the Court of Spain * 
| | ſel 
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felf ſaw this Refuſa/, of the ſole Mediation, 
when it did come; it never was pretended to be 
an Afont, or Injury, but indeed acknowledg*d to 
be a reaſonable Proceeding. This being ſuppoſed 
the Caſe ; what follows? The Court of Spain, I 
will not deny, might, by ſuch Circumſtances, be 
induced to try what honourable Terms the Em. 
peronr would come to; without hurting the In- 
tereſts of thoſe who never had hurt them. But 
let us ſee what an excellent Argument this would 
be for Spain to uſe, France has affronted us: 
Therefore, we will enter into a Treaty with 
© the Emperonr, not to hurt France principally, 
© but to hurt Holland, which has never offended 
© us, in the moſt important Branches of Trade; 
© and to injure Britain from which we have re- 
* ceived no Affront or Offence, both in its / rade, 
and Poſſeſſions.? Much more, let us obſerve 
how this Argument would become the Emperour, 
without whoſe Concurrence Spain could have done 
nothing at Vienna. France has affronted Spain: 
Therefore, the Emperour who is not affronted, 
enters into a Treaty with Spain, to the great Pre- 
jjudice of the Datch, and Engliſb, u ho had no part 
in this Affront to Spain, and ever injured the 
« Emperour. * But it ſeems, not a Word is to be 
ſaid for his Imperial Majeſty : And yet the Vienna. 
Treaty can never be juſtified, or excuſed ; unleſs 
the Emperour, as well as the King of Spain, can 
be juſtified, or excuſed. In ſhort, my Intent in 
the Suppoſition I have made, was to ſhew, That 
putting the Caſe of the Ifanta as high as poſſible, 
on the Side of Spain; it could not have been the 

Motive, 
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Motive, nor would ever have been alledg*d as the 
Motive, to the entring into Treaties, to the great 


Detriment of other Nations, which had no Part 
in that Aﬀront. Much leſs, therefore, will the 
bare Suſpicion of an Affront to be given ſome time 
or other, be of any ſuch weight : Which is all that 
is now under Conſideration. Let it be tried 
“The King of Spain ſuſpects that France will 
“ hereafter diſpleaſe and affront him by ſending 
& back the Infants: And therefore, four Months 
e before this appears, ſends a Miniſter to Vienna, 
© to enter into and finiſh Treaties, which ſhall 
« hurt other Nations, who can have no Part in 
ee this Affront, in their deareſt Intereſts. ? But 
this Juſtice I muſt do to the Court of Spain, that 
this Apology never came with any Shadow of 
Authority from thence : And tho? at firſt it was 
a little whiſper*d about by ſome of their Agents; 
it was never afterwards own*'d by them; but im- 
mediately ſhamed into ſilence, in which it re- 
main'd, till this Gentleman has put it again in- 
to the Mouths of Men, with his own Embelliſh- 
ments about it. 

Nor can I, upon this Gentleman's own No- 
tions in this Paper, at all account for the Ring 
of Spain's reſolute flying from the Meaiator- 
ſhip of France; and carrying afl his Affairs to 
Vienna, upon this Provocation. For he himſelf 
obſerves how very eaſy and ſpeedy a Matter, a 
Reconciliation between France and Spain was, al- 
ter this Affront. Never Reſentment ran big her, 
lays he, and yet one or two Sacrifices, a little 
Adareſs, and a little Management pacified all; uni- 
| ted 
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ted the two Courts; and reſtored to the French, in 4 
ſhort Time, ſuch an Influence over Spain, &c. that, 
it ſeems, many more Marks of Favour were ſoon 
beſtowed upon France which had given this Af- 
front to Spain, than upon Britain which had had 
no Part init. And indeed, to prove that this Af 
front was not the Cauſe of ſuch a Proceeding at 
Vienna, He himſelf furniſhes a very good Maxim 
in this Paper, © That Reaſon of State will deter- 
mine the Conduct of Princes; not Ola, Stale, 
Reſentments : | only add, exactly upon the ſame 
Grounds, ©* Nor New, Freſh, Reſenrments; eſpe- 
& cially ſuch as the Princes in whom they are 
e raiſed, know, can be eaſily, and preſently re- 
& moved, in another and a better Way“. 

I will ſay no more upon this Head, but that 
he is exceedingly miſtaken in thinking, (as one 
would imagine him to do, from many ot his Ar- 
guments) that the Court of Britain did not very 
ſoon know, and very ſoon endeavour to guard 
againſt, the deſigned Alliance at Vienna. For, as 
the Beſt Intelligence gave them Early Accounts of 
what was doing, ſo no Meaſures were neglected, 
Except Breach of Faith, and Violation of that ver 
Alliance by which Britain was made Joint- Media- 
tor with France, I thought my ſelf obliged to con- 
ſider at ſome length, what this Writer has framed 
for the firſt Ground of the Vienna-Aliance, I 
have found it, I think, and ſhewn it, to be utterly 
unſupported by Fact, as well as by that Court 
upon which he fixes it: And by this have ſuffi- 
ciently vindicated the Exquiry for having re- 
jected this Account of the Affair at firſt, 
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I will now try his Reaſonings and Imputa-: 
tions upon one or two other Heads, which are 
the Conſequences of the Meaſures defended in 
that Book. bir” £ | 50 

The moſt material Point, as he often profeſſes, 
is that of Grbraltar : Concerning which, we know 
what Accuſations and Outcries were raiſed around 
us: And all tothisPurpole ; That it was to be gi- 
ven up, or to beartfully betrayed,into the Spauiards 
Hands : And all Proteſſions to the contrary were 
in vain. But now it has been ſeen how vigorous 
a Detence was made of it, againſt the Spaniards; 
and that Preliminaries have been ſign'd, in 
which Spain was obliged to acknowledge the 
withdrawing all Hoſtilities from that Place to 
be included; and accordingly to withdraw all 
Appearances of them: What doth all this avail? 
This Gentleman declares now that the Demand 
of this Place is not put out of Queſtion by the 
Preliminaries; which Demand he founds very 
ſtrongly and poſitively thus: [and I will go no 
farther back than He does.) ©. The Spaniards, 
* (ſazs He) ground their Expectations, and 
« what they call their Right, on a New Engage- 
«© ment taken by us, as they ſay, ſince all the 
& Tranſactions (mention'd by Him) were over; on 
« a Private Article, in a Treaty made with them 
4 in 1721 ſtipulating the Contents of a LET- 
“TER to be written by the Late Ming; and on 
© the Letter written in Purſuance of this Article, 
the Original of which they offer to produce; 
and which they pretend to be a poſurive En- 
gagement 


mY. 6 
* Lagement to reſtore Gibraltar to them. The 
Writer of this Paper is, T am confident, a Perſon 
of very great Intelligence. | Years have now 
paſy'd, in which He might have ſatisfied Him- 
ſelf of the Certain Truth or Certain Falſbood of 
what He here puts into the Mouth of Spain. 
'There is no Excuſe for ſuch a Repreſentation 
as this is, made in' the Face of the whole 
Nation, unleſs it appears at laſt to be True. 
Is is not enough tor a Man of Honour, to 
Aay, He took it from the Diſcourſe of ſome 
Spaniards ſomewhere or other. He knows 
many, I dare fay, who have ſeen the very 
Treaty, here mention'd; and the Authentick 
Copy of that very Letter which alone can be 
here meant. They all know it to be Trae, that 
there is no ſuch Article belonging to the '[rea!y 
mentioned. - I have myſelt read the Treaty : 
and find no one Article belonging to it, which has 
the leaſt Relationto this Subject. The Treaty is 
that of a Defenſive Alliance between Great Bri- 
tain, France, and Spain, ſign'd June 13, 1721, in 
which Treaty the very contrary indeed, to the pre- 
ſent Suggeſtion, appears to the Eyes of all who 
read it, viz. That the Preſervation and Obſerva- 
tion of the Treaty of Utrecht (which aſſerts the 
Right,) and of the Treaty of London (which con- 
firms the Right of Great Britain to Gibraltar,) 
are particularly declared to be the Principal Ob 
Jet of this Alliance. And as there is no ſuch 
Article, in this Treaty, ſtipulating any Letter of 
any fort; fo neither is there any ſuch Lester in 
D being, 
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being, as That here repreſented to be a Poſitive 


Engagement to reſtore Gibraltar to Spain. I ap- 
peal to the Loweſt Obſerver of the World, as well 


as the Higheſt, whether it be credible, that if 


any ſuch Article were in being, or any ſuch Let- 
tzr, Spain would not long ago have produced 
them. The Spaniards are ready (it ſeems) tO 
produce the Original of ſuch a Leiter. Who 
or what has hinder'd them from doing it all 
this time? The real Impediment is, that they 
know there is no ſuch Article in any Treaty ; 
and that therefore, this could not be made a Na- 
tional Concern to Great-Britain : and that there 
Is no Le:ter with ſuch a poſitive Engagement, The 
Letter referr'd to, was written in 1721. Many 
have ſeen the Copy of it, and muſt acknow- 
ledge that it would not have been 'of any Mo- 
ment to the Spaniards to have Pumunys it, 
and that This alone could be the Reaſon why 
they did not, even in the Life of the late Ming. 
For, whether a Letter, in the Tenor of which it is 
plaialy implied, that the Parliament of Britain muſt 
judge of that Matter; and the utmoſt Engage- 
ment in Which is, Jo take a favourable Oppor- 
{unity to regulate that Matter with the Conſent of 
His Parliament, can be, with any Juſtice, a 
poſitive Exgagement to reſtore that Place to 
Spain, I may leave to the meaneſt Judge 
of Language and Expreſſion, 

. To proceed, It was After the Death of the 
late Ryze, that Spain ratified the Preliminaries; 
and in theſe Prei;mmeries, I fay, the Right and 
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Poſſeſſion of Gibraltar is aſcertain'd to Great 
Britain; and conſequently all Claim of Spain 
to it again extinguiſh'd. This Gentleman de- 
nies this, and calls for the Words that contain 
this. I appeal to the Second Article, which 
ſays, in expreſs Words, © Rights, or thoſe 
things which are poſſeſsd by ANY of the 
Contracting Powers, by Virtue of the Trea- 
* ties of Utrecht and Baden, and the Quadruple 
& Alliance, &c, ſhall remain untouch'd. ” Now 
the Right to Gibraltar was fix'd to Great Bri- 
tain by the Treaty of Utrecht, and confirm'd by 
the Quadruple Alliance. Both the Urrzcht Treaty 
and Quadruple Alliance are ſign'd in effect, by 
ſigning this Preliminary Article. Therefore (it 
follows) Spain, which has ſign'd and ratified 
this Article, has once more not only confirm'd 
and allowed the Right to Gibraltar to be in Bri- 
tain, but conſented that it ſhall remain Un- 
touch'd. And as the Poſſeſſion of it could not be 
ſaid to be Untouched, as long as Any Hoſtile Ap- 
pearances were about it; {0 the Rig to it can- 
not be ſaid to be Untouchd, whilſt any Demand 
of another Power upon it ſubſiſts. Spaiz there- 
tore, having long ſince that Leiter, ratihed this 
Article, which declares that the Right to Gibral- 
tar ſhall remain Untoach'd ; has plainly given up 
all Demand upon it which could have accrued 
from ſuch a Letter, even if it had contain'd a 
poſitive, abſolute Promiſe. 

Whoever may not ſee the Force of this Argu- 
ment, I am very ſure this Gentleman will fee 
it and own it; becauſe he argues ſtrongly, in 
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this very Paper, that, ſuppoſing any Promiſe 
made to the Spaniards of reſtoring Gibraltar to 
them, before the Acceſſion of 2 to the Qua- 
druple Alliance, That Acceſſion effectually vacated 
the Promiſe. His Reaſoning is this. That All 
* fHPoſſeſſions are mutually confirm'd by that Trea- 
* ty, cannot be denied. The Poſſeſſion of Gi- 
e braltar was therefore, again, confirm'd to us 
„by the King of Spain when he acceded to 
that Treaty, unleſs he can ſhew that our Poſſe/- 
* fon of it was excepted, or can produce any 
private Article, or Declaration, which made a 
« Reſervation of his Right to this Place, not- 
* withſtanding the Ceſſion of it made at Vrrecht. 
“ But nothing of this can be ſhewn, Sc. I 
deſire no more, but that This, which is certain- 
ly Right Reaſon:nz, may in all like Caſes be 
equally allowed and approved. I have ſhewn 
that there was no ſuch private Article, or Promiſe, 
as this Writer mentions, even before the Prelimi- 
naries were ratified by Spain. And ſuppoſing 
there had been (which 1s putting it with all the 
Advantage to himſelf) I have now ſpecified the 
very Words, in which Spain has again engaged that 
the Right to Gibraltar {hall remain Upntouch'd, by 
confirming the Quadruple Alliance; the Acceſſion 
to which at firſt, this Author rightly aſſures us, 
afcertain'd that Fortreſs to Britain. Having 
done this, change but the Words Quadruple Al- 
liance, in his Argument, into the Second Pre- 
liminar) Article, and it mult ſtand in full Force 
to prove that Care has been taken, as far, as tlie 
Words of Treaties can do it, to aſcertain. this 
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again to Britain, ſo that our Right to it. ſhall re- 
main UNTOUCH'D; unleſs he can prove that 
either in this Treaty itſelf, or by any proper Act 
of Authority ſince the Ratification of theſe Preli- 
minaries, any Reſervation has been made con- 
trary to this Article. | Wes. 
And, as I have now anſwered his Demand, 
and ſhew'd him, in the Preliminaries, an Ars 
ticle which is indeed as expreſs, and as effectual 
a Confimation of our Right to Gibraltar, as 
if the Word Gibraltar had been put into it; 
and muſt be allowed by himſelf to be ſo, ac- 
cording to his own Argument about the Qua- 
aruple Alliance, viz, becauſe it confirms the 
Treaty of Utrecht, in which Gibraltar is named, 
and our Right eſtabliſhed ; it lies upon him, 
either to give up this Part of his Charge, or 
as he has undertaken, to ſhew | thoſe General 
Words,. in theſe Preliminaries, upon which any 
Pretence can be founded for the reviving any 
Demand of it, either at the preſent Congreſs, or 
any where elſe. I ſeriouſly profeſs, that after 
my utmoſt Search, I can find none. On the 
contrary, I will obſerve farther, that the Latter 
Part of this Serond Article, greatly ſtrengthens 
the Former; and, being deſigned to declare ex- 
preſly what IS to be left to the Congreſs, effectu- 
ally declares what is Not to be lett to it. The 
Terms of it are theſe. © But if any Thing ſhall 
be found to have been ALTERED therein,“ 
[ [peaking with Reſpect to the Rights and Poſs 
ſelſians eltabliſhed in thoſe Treaties ;] © or any 
* Thing NOT TO HAVE BEEN PUT IN 
® EX 


4 (30) 
# © EXECUTION ; the ALTERATION Made, 
© or The Thing NOT EXECUTED ſhall in 


the Congreſs to be held, be Diſcuſſed and 
* DECIDED according to the TENOR of the 
* SAID TREATIESand CONVENTIONS. ” 
Now, Nothing either as to the Right of Great 
Britain to Gibraltar, or to the Poſſeſſion of it, 
bas been at all altered: Nor has there been any 
Nas. Execution, as to that Right and Poſſeſſion. 
Great Britain has a Right to it by Treaties, un- 
conteſted : And has been long in Poſſeſſion of it; 
Sand that Poſſeſſion, tho? not quite unmoleſted, yet 
Iſtill znchanged. Therefore neither the Right to, 
nor the Peſſeſſion of, Gibraltar, can be poſſibly in- 
| cluded in this Deſcription of ſuch Points as are 
ett to be diſcuſſed in the Corgreſs, 
= As I was obliged in the Enquziry to Mention 
he Sguadron of Ships ſent to the Weſt Indies, in 
Norder to block up the Galleons, c. this makes 
it almoſt unavoidable to me, to take a little No- 
ice of what is ſaid upon that Matter, in the 
Paper now before us. As to this Writer's 
WSch:me for the taking all their Riches at firſt, 
Into our own Power, and becoming the Diſtri- 
Wutors of them to all their Proprietors; (which, 
y the Way, appears to have been impoſfible, 
Admiral AHoſrer's firſt Letter juſt now publiſh- 
a;) it is enough to ſay to it, that ſuch an Or- 
Per as that, given by the Court of Great Britain, 
Wt a Time when the Allies of Hanover profeſſed 
Naly to act upon the Defenſve, and before any 
pen Hoſtilities had been committed on the part 
r pain, muſt have put Europe into a 397 — | 


4 let 
by putting all the Proprietors of thoſe Riches; 
Mather French, Dar Spaniſh, into the great 
eſt Uneaſineſs, This Method indeed, if the 
Galleons with their Riches, had attempted by 
Force or Stealth, to come out, had been reaſo- 
nable; in order to prevent thoſe Riches falling 
into the Hands of Spain, and being made uſe of 
to proſecute the Deſigns projected by the Trea- 
ties of Vienna; and Juſtice muſt have been done 
in that Caſe to all concern'd, as well as 1t could. 
And this was Part of the Admiral's Orders, 
upon that Suppoſition. The Orders given to 
the Admirals in thoſe Parts, are now printed; 
and an Account given of that whole Affair, in a 
Book entitled © Obſervations on the Conduct of 
« Great Britain, with regard to the Negotiatians 
“and other Tranſactions abroad; to which [ 
refer the Reader. But I will not neglect a very 
material Queſtion, ask'd by this Gentleman, upon 
this Subject. © The Galleons, ſays he, were 
* block'd up for a great while, at our Expen- 
* ces and with the Loſs of many Lives. They 
* are now come or coming home. But has 
* Spain renounced thoſe Deſigns which our Fleet 
Vas ſent thither to prevent, by preventing the 
* Supply of that Treaſure? ? Truly, I can't 
tell, nor can any one in the World, who is not 
in the Secrets of the Court of Spain. But I fee 
no good Argument in this. A Fleet is ordered; 
to the Meſt-Indies, to prevent the coming; 
* away of ſo much Riches; which is a pro- 
bable Method of preventing the carrying on the 
bad Deſigns we were in fear of. The unhappy 
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Conſequence of this is, That Ships decay, and 
many; Lives are loſt, in that Climate ; which 
is as much an Argument againſt any Equipment 
of this ſort, as againſt his. What is the Con- 
ſequence ? Spain is brought by theſe Meaſures 
to ratify the Preliminaries: in conſequence of 
which, he raiſes the Siege of Gibraltar; ſends 
Orders to reſtore the South-Sea Ship; and pro- 
miſes that the Effects of the Galleons, upon 
WW their Return Home, ſhall be deliver'd, as in 
Time of Freedom and full Peace. The Court 


Jof Britain, upon this, act the part which the 


Le of Nations requires, and honeſtly perform 
their Duty, by ordering away their Heet, as 
they were ſtrictly obliged to do. The Galleons, 
Jas it was articled, are now come, or coming, 
W But has the King of Spain renounced his Pro- 
W jects? Yes, undoubtedly, as far as Articles ra- 
Wy tified by him can bind; and as far as any con- 
tracting Powers can be bound by Treaty to one 
another. But whether he will go on to act an 
| open and honeſt part, to ſecure itil] farther the 
Peace of Europe, and the Intereſts of Great- 
Britain: Nay, whether the Riches of the Gallecns 
will be diſtributed, as is expreſly ſtipulated ; All 
this is juſt as ancertain, (neither more nor leſs) 
Jas it always was, and always will be, Whether 
any Treaty in the World will be obſerved by 
All concerned in it. This does not argue, that 
W7reaes muſt not be made; or, when they are 
made, not hozeſtly performed by us: Neither 
does it at all derogate from any Articles, or 
ay Treaty, that there are Princes in the _— 
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who may break through them, when they have. 
obtained any End of their own by ſigning them. 

I can think but of one thing more, in which! 
am concern'd, and that is, the polite Triumph 
over the Author of the Enquiry, © That he has 
„now the Mortification to ſee himſelf given up 
« in EVERY material Article, by both Parties, 
“ even by Thoſe who ſet him to work.” How. 
eaſy are ſuch Words as theſe ? But how hard 
to ſupport them ? All the material Articles of the 
Erquiry, take their Riſe from the Evils threaten'd 
by the Vienna-Alliance. The Importance of Gi- 
braltar is one of the material Articles. This 
Gentleman himſelf thinks it the moſt material, 
perhaps. And who of Thoſe he oppoles, has 
declared againſt me in it? So that inſtead of be- 
ing given up, I am ſupported on both Sides in it. 
The Oſtend - Trade is another; and I cannot think 
that he himſelf can be againſt me in 10is, unleſs 
in the Degree of the Importance of it. But who 
of thoſe he oppoſes, has declared againſt me in 
this? And as to the other two main Articles; 
This Gentleman does not contradict them ; nor 
have Thoſe he oppoſes. Thus true, it is that in 
EVERY ONE of them, I have been given 
4p. As to the Oſtend-Trade, and the evil Con- 
ſequences in Time to ourſelves from it, it is 
not the leaſt Contradict ion to what I have ad- 
vanced, that it primarily affects the Duich, and 
is therefore principally their Concern. This does 
not hinder but that the 11] Effect of it will as cer- 
ta inly end with our Trade, as it begins with theirs, 
Nor did I ever ſee the lealt Anſwer to what I ad- 
E vanced 
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vanced upon that Head, chiefly from a Treatife 


upon that Subject, which, I acknowledged, then 


lay before me. But ſuppoſing any Perſon who 
writes his private Thoughts in o#2 Paper, as 


this Gentleman writes his own Sentiments in 


another, had contradicted every material Article 
of the Enquiry: Is this, in Honour, to be laid 
upon thoſe who never ſaw, nor heard of the Pa- 
per before it appear'd in the World? And, above 
All, ſhall even this ſuppoſed Contradiction to the 
Enquiry, paſs for an Argument that this very 
Paper was writ by the Autor of the Enquiry 
himſelf, or by thoſe who approved of it? 


I thought it a Point of Duty, once to review 
the Enqurry, after it has been long enough pub- 
liſh'd to have the Fa!ſhrods it contains, either in 
its Facts or Resſonings, laid open- I could by no 
Means be willing to appear to the World under 
the Character ſome have pleas'd to give me upon 
this Occaſion. I fay again, I had ſufficient Con- 
viction of the Facts I have ſet forth. It was ½is 
Conviction that ſet me to work ; and J aſſure this 
Gentleman, that nothing but tat, was ever pro- 
poled to me as a Motive to what I did; and that 
All that this World could propoſe to me, could 
not have ſet me to work without that Conviction, 
And, whatever has been done ſince the pub- 
liſhing of that Book, I have not hitherto ſtir'd 
one Step beyond that Period of Time. I have 
now gone a little farther, and juſt mentioned 
what has follow'd upon the Meaſures laid beſore 
the World in that Book, and the preſent Srare 
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in which the Negociations abroad are: Of which 
the Obſervations J have before cited, give the 


World a more particular Account. - 
I am not now going to fer myſelf up for a 
Judge of the Fitneſs and Wiſdom of all the Steps 
that have been, or might have been taken, tor the 
ſettling the Affairs of Europe. Ithink myſelt unca- 
pable of ſuch a Province. The Judgment trom 256 
Event of Things merely, is not the Judgmeat 
of Reaſon; but it is that which is eaſieſt and 
molt pleaſing to the Generality of Mankind. 
But the true Judgment can ariſe from nothing 
but a comprehenſive Knowledge of that Variety 
of Circumſtances which always ſurrounds an 
Affair of this Nature, in which the Inet, of 
almoſt all the Nations of Eure are concern'd. 
In the preſent Caſe, They who judge only by the 
Event of Things, mult wait a little longer; or 
muſt judge partially by what they now teel of 
Inronveniencies from the preſent State ot Things 
only, whilſt they cannot feel the I2:9:wentencies 
of what has not been tried. They may think 
the State of an univerſal War in Europe, ſhould 
have been ſome time ago choſen, betore the pre- 
fent State. They who are at the Helm, it is 
evident, have thought otherwite. In this View, 
the worſt that can be faid of them 1s, That they 
have been tao unwilling, and t backward, to 
bring all Europe into a State, which, even when 
abſolutely unavoidable, is in itſelf the molt ter- 
rible, and in its Event the moſt uacertain of all 
States; and that they have rather choſe, for œο ' 
lang a Time, a State of ſome Evils, in order ro 
E 2 try 


—_————— Ct. ” Fry — 
rY a>%* A > » 


„ „. 
* * 2 _— 


ht. Ad e 
1 — 


1 


try to prevent that State which would ſoon bring 
along with it Other and Greater Evils, as well 
as louder Complaints under them. But whether 


morſe than this might not have been ſaid, before 


now, had the oppoſite Scheme been follow'd ; let 
thoſe conſider, who can, with Temper and Can- 

dor, fit down and weigh all the probable Con- 
tingencies, all the good and bad Conſequences 
of each State. 

I know myſelf to have as good Deſigns, as 
ſincere a Regard for my Country, and as uncor- 
rupted and unbiaſſed a Reſolution of proſecu- 
ting the Good of it, as any one of Thoſe can 
have, who have been the moſt ſevere upon me. 
And, as I would abhor to treat the meaneſt of 
them in the Way in which L have been treated; 
ſo nothing of that Sort ſhall ever move me 
from an impartial Regard to what is offered as 
Truth, let it come to my Ears from what Mouth 
it will; and let it be accompanied with as much 
bitterneſs as it will, But, if upon Examination, 
it does not appear to be Truth; I muit be excuſed. 

And therefore, if I fill differ from this Gentle- 
man, in all the Points before- mentioned; it is 
really becauſe they fill appear to Me in quite an- 
nother Light than they do to Him. I have 
nothing to go by, but the Evidence that appears 
to Myſelf: Neither do I cenſure Him, or any 
2 * tor not ſeeing as I ſee, or judging as J 
udge. 

| My Views in what I Firſt wrote upon this 

Subject, were not thoſe baſe and ignoble ones, 

which have been in ſo unkind; and unhandſome 
| Manner, 


„ | 
Manner, imputed to me; but were really ſuch 
as become a Chriſtian, and a Briton. And 
that I now vindicate ſuch Part of what 1 
then publiſh'd, as I think has been greatly mi- 
ſtaken, or add one Word to it, is extorted from 
me by the Force of what ſeems Trauth to me. 
J have no Attachment to Miniſters, but what I 
ſhould now be willing ſhould appear naked and 
open to every impartial Eye. And how ſhould 

12 I thank GOD, I want Nothing which the 
moſt powerfull in this World can give me; and 
I appeal to GOD, I /eek after nothing. I think 
myſelf obliged, on one hand, to like hem better, 

than Worſe; and on the other hand, to be always 
ready to rejoyce to ſee much better in their Pla» 
ces. The Praiſe which ariſes from any Fact, or 
Conduct, beneficial to their Country, 1s juſtly due 
to Them : This no Man need be aſhamed of 
offering. re 
Thoſs, who think fit to oppoſe Them, I havg 
not provoked by any perſona! Diſregard. Ini 
what I have agreed with them, before the Ops 
poſition began, I truſt, they cannot condemn me. 
In what I have differed from them. fince, I am 
ſure I have preferv'd all Decency of Reſpe&z 
and have no Crime toward them, but the mere 
Differing from them. And for this alone, þ 
have been treated in the manner the World 
has been Witneſs to. * | 
The Y:2ws imputed to me I have ſaid as muck 
to, as it is fitting for me to fay. Whatev 
Fault there may be in my Head; I know my 
Heart to be good. But not only ſuch Views __ . 
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been imputed to me, as have been at the ſame 
time declared to be the Views of the Worſt of 
Men: But many Papers, either in Matter, or 
Manner, diſagreeable to ſome Perſons, have been 
poſitively laid upon me, and made the Occaſion of 
much it, and Satyr, and Triumph. This 
makes it neceſſary for me to ſpeak now plainly 
to the World, upon this Subject. I therefore 
declare, with all poſſible ſeriouſneſs, That I 
have not writ, or dictated, or adviſed ; or, di- 
rectly or indirectly, had the leaſt Part in the 
Writing or Publiſhing any Paper which has ap- 
pear'd in the World, in any Form, from the 
Time of Writing the Ezquiry, and for ſome Time 
before that, to this Day, January 20, 1725 : 
Valeſs I muſt except One or Two upon Subjects 
in which All are agreed, the preciſe time of my 
feeing which I cannot now recollect. This De- 
ay claration, and for that Space of time, I make 
particularly with a View to Papers printed in the 
London. Journal; in all which I have been utterly 
unconcern'd either directly or indirectly. I think 
myſelf obliged, to do myſelf Juſtice particularly 
with regard to thoſe Papers in the London-PJour- 
Ea which concern'd the Liberty of the Preſs, 
by declaring That I never either ſaw or heard 
got them, before Publication; or read them ſince, 
Wor any part of them, but what I found cited in 
ber Paper which imputed them to me. And 
is I mention, not to cenſure what I have not 
Reads, unleſs as Others have repreſented it; but 
eeauſe I would not willingly ſuffer in the Opi- 
vp | nion 
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nion of thoſe whoſe Rights and Liberties I have 
ſtudied throꝰ my Lite to defend, as at laſt be- 
tray ing them in a Point which ever appeared to 

me to be of the greateſt Importance to them. 
My Principles upon this Subject, are known. 
both to the Higheſt and Loweſt of all I converſe 
with. I never had any Ground to think that 
there was any Deſign of making the leaſt Alte- 
ration in the Laws relating to this. Nay, I 
have had the Pleaſure to hear it utterly di, 
omn'd. And, as for myſelf ; if there be a Point 
of Liberty more than all others, my favourite 
Point; it ſtill is, as it has been ever fince I could 
think, this of the Liberty of the Preſs. I can 
never think it a Reaſoz for laying any Reſtraint, 
that Miniſters are ill-reated or abuſed. They 
that will have Power, ought to be contented 
with this Perquiſite, which will always attend 
upon it. And ſhould-I myſelf be the Salject 
ot Wit and Satyr every Saturday throughout rhe 
Year, this ſhall never make any Alteration et- 
ther in my Judgment or Behaviour with regard 
to this: But I will {till ſupport what hurts my- 
ſelf, becauſe I truly think it is the. Support of 
the whole Lzberty we enjoy; and that the Fall of 
this one particular Inſtance of Leberty, will ſoon 
be follow'd by the Fall of Others. If this be the 
Truth, as I know it to be; how ſurprizing muſt 
this be to thoſe who have been Witneſſes to the 
Impatatioas laid upon me, not'only in publick Pa- 
pers, but in the Converſation of Places of pub- 
lick Reſort ? And, after what I have new decla- 

red, 
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thus hoe more laid before the World, 
I think reaſonable upon fome la portaut 
e which made part of the Enquiry.: And 
A now ſubmit all that I have ſaid ro the Judg- 
went of every unptejudiced Lover of hi 8 
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